
RECORD OF PROCEEDINGS 

November 27, 2023 

The Council of the Village of Coldwater held its regular meeting in the Village Council Chambers 

on November 27, 2023, with Mayor Doug Bertke presiding. The meeting was called to order at 

7:00 PM. 

Roll call was responded to by: Rutschilling, Buschur, Niekamp, Bettinger and Seitz. Davis was 

absent. 

Invocation by Rutschilling. 

Guests included Jason Miller and Georgia Rindler. 

A motion was made by Niekamp, second by Seitz to approve the minutes from the November 13, 

2023 meeting. Roll call resulted in the following ayes: Rutschilling, Buschur, Niekamp, Bettinger 

and Seitz. Motion Carried. 

A motion was made by Bettinger, second by Rutschilling to approve the agenda. Roll call 

resulted in the following ayes: Rutschilling, Buschur, Niekamp, Bettinger and Seitz. Motion 

Carried. 

Comments from the Public: None 

Reports: 

Police: Miller encouraged residents to arrive early to the Christmas parade at the park on 

December 1 which begins at 6:30 PM. MCERV will be here to assist with traffic and there will be 

several streets closed this year to provide more safety. 

Finance: None 

Manager: Thomas said leaf pickup continues this week and he said the crews fixed a water break 

near Peoples Bank on Thanksgiving Day. Thomas advised residents that a house will be moving 

from West Walnut Street to West College Street on Wednesday this week. No parking signs 

along the route will be installed tomorrow. 

Mayor: Bertke attended an OPWC meeting and a Small Government Committee meeting in the 

last couple of weeks. 

Research: A Research Committee was held on November 20, 2023 at 7:30 PM. Present were 

Rutschilling, Seitz, Bettinger, Buschur, Niekamp, Bertke, Eyink and law director Judy Koesters. 

The committee went into executive session at 7:31 PM to discuss personnel. The committee 

came out of executive session at 7:40 PM. The next item on the agenda was to discuss 

reimbursement from employees that receive water, wastewater or COL licenses while employed 

at the Village. Training and classes for CDL licenses are about $5,000. The committee agreed 

there should be a policy in place in the handbook in the event the employee left employment 

shortly after receiving the license. Eyink will prepare an amendment to the personnel policy. 

Law director Judy Koesters then discussed issue 2 regarding Marijuana. She said the Village is 

able to pass an ordinance which would prohibit adult use cannabis operators in the Village of 

Coldwater. The committee agreed to have her create an ordinance available for the next council 

meeting. Meeting adjourned at 7:53 PM. 

Old Business: 



A motion was made by Buschur, second by Bettinger to go into executive session to discuss land 

and personnel. Roll call resulted in the following ayes: Rutschilling, Buschur, Niekamp, Bettinger 

and Seitz. Motion Carried. Time 7:08 PM. 

A motion was made by Niekamp, second by Seitz to come out of executive session. Roll call 

resulted in the following ayes: Rutschilling, Buschur, Niekamp, Bettinger and Seitz. Motion 

Carried. Time 7:19 PM. No action taken. 

New Business: 

Ordinance 1724: An ordinance prohibiting adult use cannabis operators and medical marijuana 

cultivators, processors and retail dispensaries within the corporation limits of the Village of 

Coldwater, Ohio and declaring an emergency. A motion was made by Buschur, second by 

Bettinger to suspend the rules. Roll call resulted in the following ayes: Rutschilling, Buschur, 

Niekamp, Bettinger and Seitz. Motion Carried. 

A motion was made by Rutschilling, second by Seitz to approve Ordinance 1724 on its first and 

final reading. Roll call resulted in the following ayes: Rutschilling, Buschur, Niekamp, Bettinger 

and Seitz. Motion Carried. 

Council Call-Final Comments: 

The regular council meeting scheduled for December 25, 2023 was moved to December 28, 

2023. 

Bettinger reminded everyone that Christmas in the Park begins on December 1, 2023. 

Koesters said the downtown area looks really nice with the blinking lights and the decorated 

planters. 

Bertke thanked everyone for their condolences due to the passing of his mother. 

A motion to adjourn was made by Niekamp, second by Rutschilling. Motion carried. Meeting 

adjourned at 7:26 PM. 

y J/ � d!k_ 

Attest: 4� 
Douglas Bertke, Mayor 

Jason Eyink, Clerk of Council 


