
RECORD OF PROCEEDINGS 

November 13, 2023 

The Council of the Village of Coldwater held its regular meeting in the Village Council Chambers 

on November 13, 2023, with Mayor Doug Bertke presiding. The meeting was called to order at 

7:00 PM. 

Roll call was responded to by: Rutschilling, Niekamp, Bettinger and Seitz. Buschur and Davis 

were absent. 

Invocation by Bettinger. 

Guests included Jason Miller, Georgia Rindler, Bob Garman, Chase Kuhlman and Kevin Wynk. 

A motion was made by Niekamp, second by Rutschilling to approve the minutes from the 

October 9, 2023 meeting. Roll call resulted in the following ayes: Rutschilling, Niekamp, 

Bettinger and Seitz. Motion Carried. 

A motion was made by Bettinger, second Seitz to approve the bills. Roll call resulted in the 

following ayes: Rutschilling, Niekamp, Bettinger and Seitz. Motion Carried. 

A motion was made by Niekamp, second by Seitz to approve the agenda. Roll call resulted in the 

following ayes: Rutschilling, Niekamp, Bettinger and Seitz. Motion Carried. 

Comments from the Public: Kevin Wynk introduced Chase Kuhlman and Bob Garman as the 

newest officers in the police department. Chase and Bob both spoke about themselves briefly. 

Reports: 

Police: None 

Finance: Eyink discussed the cash position report and the income tax report. He discussed the 

Finance updates that were in the packet. House Bill 296 would potentially increase the employer 

portion to the Ohio Police and Fire Pension from 19.5% to 24%. The OPE RS board is also trying to 

introduce legislation to increase the employer portion from 14% to 18%. These potential 

changes would have a significant impact to the budget. 

Manager: Thomas said the weather has cooperated and crews have been able to do a few 

concrete pours. They are picking up leaves almost daily at this point. 

Mayor: Bertke will be completing his annual mayor's court training this Friday. 

Finance: A Finance Committee meeting was held on October 9, 2023 at 7:30 PM. Present were 

Bertke, Thomas, Eyink, Seitz, Bettinger, Niekamp, Davis, Rutschilling and Buschur. The agenda 

for the meeting was to discuss the 2024 budget. Eyink presented the budget and highlighted and 

major changes from the previous year. There are no major projects scheduled for 2024 at this 

time. That could change by the time the budget is finalized in December especially if we receive 

a grant for pickleball courts. There were several large purchases that were mentioned. The 

police department will be purchasing new hand guns in 2024 and possibly be getting a new 

vehicle. The municipal building will most likely need a new furnace and maybe a roof. The street 

department will be getting a new truck. Meeting adjourned at 7:55 PM. 

Old Business: 

A motion was made by Seitz, second by Bettinger to go into executive session to discuss land and 

personnel. Roll call resulted in the following ayes: Rutschilling, Niekamp, Bettinger and Seitz. 

Motion Carried. Time 7:13 PM. 



A motion was made by Niekamp, second by Seitz to come out of executive session. Roll call 

resulted in the following ayes: Rutschilling, Niekamp, Bettinger and Seitz. Motion Carried. Time 

7:47 PM. No action taken. 

New Business: None 

Council Call-Final Comments: 

A Research Committee meeting was scheduled for November 20, 2023 at 7:30 PM. 

A reminder that Hometown Christmas is scheduled for November 19, 2023. 

A motion to adjourn was made by Niekamp, second by Seitz. Motion carried. Meeting 

adjourned at 8:01 PM. 
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